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\Awards (R 323) and performed at 10,000 concerts around the world. Many

musicians called him simply “the Genius”.

Ray Charles, a black singer and pianist from the USA, won 12 Grammy

‘Ray Charles was born into a poor family, without a father. When he was 5
years old, his younger brother died, and around the same time, Charles started
to lose his sight. By the age of 7, he was completely blind. He had already been learning the
piano for a year, and when he went blind, his mother knew this would be the only way he would
make any money in the future. All his life, Charles remembered her saying: “Do it right, or
don’t do it at all.”

Later he went tp a school for blind and deaf children. There the teachers also encouraged him
to study music. Sadly, while he was still at school, his mother died. He left school and in the
early 1950s Charles organized a group of players. He sang, played the piano and wrote music.
Gradually, his life went’ into reverse. He made many classical CDs with famous artists such as
Elton John and the Beatles and became famous.

In 2003, a film of his life Ray was made. The part of Charles was played by a younger actor
and musician called Jamie Foxx. The film director brought Foxx to meet Charles. After they had
been playing together for two hdurs, Charles, then aged 73, jumped up and said, “He’s the one
... he can doit.” A year later, Charles died aged 74. The film of his life has been as popular as
his songs and means that the memory of Charles’ music will live on.

( ) 46. Who is Ray Charles?

A. A musician. B. A teacher. C. A director.
( ) 47. What happened when Ray Charles was 5 years old?

A. His father passed away.

B. His eyesight became worse.

C. His mother asked him to learn the piano.
( ) 48. What dc;es the underlined phrase “went into reverse” probably mean?

A. Turned much better. B. Got into trouble. C. Stayed the same.
( ) 49. Which of the following is TRUE about the film of his life Ray?

A. The film was directed by Charles himself.

B. The film was made one year later after Charles died.

C. Charles thought Foxx was the right person to play him in the film.
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( ) 50. What is the best title for this passage?
A. Great Mother B. Ray’s Life C. Childhood Story
C
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On April 26, 2017, China’s homemade aircraft carrier (1% 5-) hit the water in Dalian,
Liaoning. _ 51  So the whole world has paid much attention to it.

The new ship is China’s second aireraft carrier and it has no name yet. China’s first carrier
is Liaoning, which was bought from Ukraine and later rebuilt by China. The new carrier was
designed in China and the building began in 2013. It is about 315 meters long and 75 meters
wide. _ 52 The ship must be completed at sea, which will take several years.

53 It can carry planes and soldiers to war. Planes fly from and land back on it, and
soldiers work and live on it. Thanks to carriers, planes can take off and land from anywhere in
the locean around the world.

But an aircraft carrier is very hard and expensive to build. _ 54 It is said that a basic
aircraft carrier is made of 60, 000 tons of steel! It also uses different technologies. Finally, it
takes years+to build.

55  When the new carrier is finished, China will become the seventh country in the
world that can build-an aircraft carrier by itself, after the US, Russia, UK, France, Italy and
Spain.

There is no doubt that China is becoming much stronger. All Chinese are proud of the

progress.

. That is a little larger than three soccer fields.
An aircraft carrier is like an airport on the sea.
. It is the largest and best ship China has ever built.

. Tt costs a lot of money and needs a large amount of steel.
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. Today, not many countries own an aircraft carrier or have the ability to build one.

51. 52. 53. 54. 55.
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Are you happy? Perhaps some of you will say “no”. In fact, being a teenager is hard. You
may worry about a lot of things in your life.
Do you know what British teenagers worry about most? You can find the answer from the

chart below. The research was done by the UK’ s Department of Health among more than
100, 000 teenagers. Here are the results.

British teenagers' top worries

Peer pressure, 23% Losing weight, 43%

Word Bank
peer n. [EIEEA
bully v. #k
drug n. # 5
fitin &R

Fittingin, 32%

Smoking, 19%

o Drugs, 21%

Many Chinese teenagers share similar worries with the British teenagers. A recent research
shows that many Chinese teenagers suffer from social life, study and emotional problems.

To solve the problems, some schools came up with the idea of happiness education. For
example, Tsinghua University High School tried to meet students’ needs. It built a skating rink
and different laboratories to develop their interest.

While schools take action, students themselves can do something, too. The professor Nadia
Lovett from Australia believes students’ habits, hobbies and attitude toward life all play a role in
their happiness.

56. Which is the biggest worry of British teenagers?

57. What percent of British teenagers worry about smoking?

58. How did Tsinghua University High School meet students’ needs?
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59. According to Nadia Lovett, what influences students’ happiness?

60. What do you often worry about in your life?
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mystery, prevent, that, worth, medical, because, is covered, probably, including, has received

Thousands of years ago, in the south of ancient China, there lived Shen Nong. He had an
ox(“F*) head and human body. It was said that he tasted all kinds of plants to find out which
could 61. illness. And later he built houses on a mountain to store the
62. plants. To remember him, people named the mountain Shennongjia.

The story makes Shennongjia in Hubei a wonderful place. It is 63. traveling there.
Tourists often get special experiences there 64. they can enjoy completely different seasons
in one day.Even in autumn, the top of the mountain 65. with ice,

Shennongjia is also home to animals. Many animals in danger live there, 66.
the'golden monkey and the Asian black bear.

One 67. about Shennongjia is its story of wild men. Some local villagers once

said that they saw big-foot animals. They believed they must be wild men but scientists said they

were 68, bears.

Recen;ly, the beautiful place 69. a new title (k). On July 17, 2016,
Shennongjia Forestry District was added to United Nations World Heritage (5 #7) list.
Now, China is the second country 70. has the most world heritage sites. We

should take pride in our culture.
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he, express, until, difference, deep, position, sense, who, encourage, discover

As I was about to perform on the stage, I heard lots of cheers. I was about to rap(i"8)
about my colorful life.

I didn’t know anything about English music 61. I was in Grade 6. As a
child, 162. by my English teacher to find the beauty of its lyries. “How many
roads must a man walk down, before you call him a man.” I found happiness in Bob Dylan's
voice.

Paul, a friend 63. I met in junior high school, introduced me more about

English music. Thanks to 64. , I learned about Ed Sheeran. As soon as I heard
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him sing, I fell in love with his music 65. . While my classmates were all listening
to Jay Chou, I was crazy about Ed.

Later, I began to learn about another form of English music — rap. I gradually knew more
about rap and 66. that it first became popular among African American teenagers.
They performed it to get fair social 67. . As time went by, it became more and
more popular.

English music is 68. from Chinese music. I learned a lot from English music
because of its rich expressions. For example, you might use “I’ m in love with you.”
69. love in English. But I might say, “I adore you”, or even “You rock my
world”.

When I think about what 170, from English music so far, I always think of
Bob Dylan’s words. “The most important thing in life is to keep on keeping on,” he once said.
And true to this, I will keep on listening to and learning from English music.
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BREA:
* What are you supposed to do when you meet people in need?

* Please tell us a story aboyt how you helped others.
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